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MEMBER FOR DARLING RANGE — CABINET’S POSITION 

717. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 

The Premier and his cabinet are all over the place on public concerns regarding the member for Darling Range. 
Yesterday, the Minister for Veterans Issues said — 

“Let’s be really clear about this, his service is not in question … 

The Minister for Police does not agree with the Minister for Veterans Issues and is conducting an inquiry or an 
investigation into the member for Darling Range’s background. The Premier is ambivalent about the position and 
is leaving it up to the member for Darling Range to make a statement some time in the future. What confidence 
can the Premier give the people of Western Australia that he is leading on this issue? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

I have answered every question the opposition has posed on this issue. We have indicated that the member for 
Darling Range will make a statement upon his return — 

Dr M.D. Nahan: You! You’re the Premier—lead! 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, please. It is common decency. You asked a question; just listen to the 
answer. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: As I indicated earlier, the member for Darling Range has been in Parliament for eight 
months. We have someone who has been in Parliament for 27 years—the second longest serving Liberal Party 
Premier; the longest serving member of the Parliament currently—and he says the opposition frontbench is not up 
to it. What is the real issue here today? 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange: That has nothing to do with the question. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: You don’t deny it. The member just said that it has nothing to do with the question. He did 
not say the member for Cottesloe was wrong. Is the member for Cottesloe wrong? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Is he wrong? What did he say? Member for Cottesloe, I appreciate the fact — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Point of Order 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: Standing order 94 states — 

A member’s speech must be relevant to the question under discussion. 
This is not relevant to the question. The question related to the member for Darling Range. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, we hear points of order in silence. I think he is answering the question the way — 
Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 
The SPEAKER: You do not agree, member for Bateman. In my opinion he was asked about what was happening 
with the current issue. He is answering it in his way. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The opposition leader implied that cabinet is all over the place. The only cabinet that was 
all over the place was the last cabinet! 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Premier, can you get back to the question, please. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: That is correct—the cabinet that was all over the place was the last cabinet. This cabinet is 
a very good cabinet, as I outlined in my initial answer. It is a cabinet that does things. It is a cabinet with real grunt. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The Leader of the Opposition asked me about the cabinet. It is a cabinet with real grunt. 
I will refer to one of the specific examples the Leader of the Opposition raised. He raised the example of the 
member for Willagee, the Minister for Veterans Issues. That is what he did. The Leader of the Opposition raised 
the issue about what the minister had to say yesterday. I remind the Leader of the Opposition that unlike him, the 
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minister served in the nation’s military. He served his country, unlike the Leader of the Opposition. He supports 
other people who are in the military when they are going through troubled times. The Leader of the Opposition 
might have no sympathy for people who have served in uniform—it is not his background—but it is the minister’s 
background. He has a great deal of support for people who have served in uniform. 
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